Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.040; wR factor = 0.120; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.0.
In the title compound, C 7 H 9 N 3 O 3 S, the planes of the 2-amino-1,3-thiazol-4-yl and the methyl ester groups are oriented at a dihedral angle of 67.06 (7) . In the crystal, inversion dimers linked by pairs of N-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds occur, forming R 2 2 (8) ring motifs. The dimers are interlinked by N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, resulting in sheets propagating in the ac plane.
Related literature
For a related structure, see: Laurent et al. (1981) . For background to the use of the title compound in organic synthesis, see: Khanna et al. (1999) . For graph-set notation, see: Bernstein et al. (1995) ;
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Khanna et al., 1999) . The title compound (I), (Fig 1) , is prepared as an intermediate for derivitaziation.
The crystal structure of (II) Ethyl 2-amino-α-(E-methoxyimino)-4-thiazoleacetate (Laurent et al., 1981) has been published. (I) differs from (II) due to the methoxy group attached with carbonyl instead of ethoxy moiety.
The title compound is dimerized due to the intermolecular H-bonding of N-H···N type forming R 2 2 (8) ring motifs (Bernstein et al., 1995) . The dimers are further linked with each other through the intermolecular H-bonding of N-H···O type (Table 1) Experimental 2-Mercapto-benzothiazolyl-(Z)-2-(2-aminothiazol-4-yl)-2-methoxyimino acetate (0.2 g, 1.4 mmol) was dissolved in methanol (5 ml) and stirred for 1 h at 303 K. Yellow prisms of (I) were obtained through slow evaporation after five days.
Refinement
The coordinates of H-atoms of NH 2 group were refined. Other H atoms were positioned geometrically, with C-H = 0.93 and 0.96 Å for aryl and methyl H, respectively and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = xU eq (C, N), where x = 1.5 for methyl and 1.2 for other H atoms. Figures   Fig. 1 . View of (I) with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. H-atoms are shown by small spheres of arbitrary radius.
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